Plastisol Recommendations / Observations 

Plastisol Storage, Handling and Use 

NOTE: See Technical Assistance Brief: PL002 Storage and Handling of Plastisols.

Storage 
· Store material under good warehousing practices

· Keep container (totes) tightly closed when not in use

· Store material at room temperature

· Avoid storage near heat sources or in direct sunlight

· Avoid exposure to water

· Avoid introduction of foreign material contamination

Handling

· Maintain plastisol temperature as consistent as possible

· Increased plastisol temperature will result in a decrease in the plastisol viscosity

· Prolonged exposure to elevated temperatures will result in a faster rate of viscosity increase or in extreme situations the gelation (solidification) of the plastisol

· Decreased plastisol temperature will result in higher plastisol viscosities

· Exposure to cold temperatures will generally not cause harm to the plastisol.

· Plastisol should be stored at room temperature for 2 days before use if exposed to cold temperatures

Use
· Avoid using a material delivery system that will introduce heat, air or moisture to the process and to the plastisol

· Minimize the distance the plastisol needs to be conveyed to the point of use

· Minimize the pressure require to pump the plastisol from the container to the point of use

· Stir plastisol upon opening the container initially and on some routine frequency thereafter
· Stirring should be done gently enough so as not to reintroduce air or heat into the plastisol

· Stirring should be forceful enough as to re-disperse an settled material on the bottom and any low viscosity liquid on the top

· The mass of the plastisol should reach a minimum temperature of ??? 400 F during processing to reach a fully fused state

· Adhesive plastisol should reach a minimum temperature of ??? during processing to achieve adhesion to the metal

· Metal surfaces should be clean and free and dirt, grease, oil and any contaminants to ensure proper adhesion of the plastisol adhesive to the metal substrate   

Other

· Containers (totes) should be drained by the customer as thoroughly as possible to help avoid the build up of residual plastisol in the container between cleanings
· Empty containers should stored indoors in a dry environment completely sealed to avoid the introduction of water and foreign contamination 
